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Innovation Lab Council: Utah'’s
middle class faces new realities

Each quarter, The Tri-
bune's Innovation Lab Adviso-
ry Council convenes to discuss
significant issues facing Utah.
Recently, the council examined
the concept of the middle class
in Utah and explored ways to
better support it. Below are ex-
cerpts from the discussion.

Shifting financial
realities

A notable concern is the
shifting financial reality of
the middle class. Historical-
ly, families could allocate part
of their income to savings and
leisure activities. Today, a larg-
er portion of income goes to-
wards essentials like rent and
food, leaving little room for un-
expected expenses. Education
was once seen as a pathway to

MIYMMM\
The sweets and biscults alsle pictured in a Utah grocery store in 2022.
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today some Utah students are PARKER GUSTUS

opting for trade certificates or

entering construction directly

from high school, seeking im- E

mediate and stable income. conomic stability and community standard when
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Affordability and
housing innovations

Another critical issue is the
affordability crisis The mid-
dle class could historically af-
ford more than the previous
generation, but now maintain-

vious generation:

ing. Innovations in housing
are a solution. Efforts involv-

include the creation
of a preservation fund, local
foundations focused on hous-
ing solutions and significant
contributions towards educa-
tion and student housing. Such

affordability and need to be
paired with actions from poki-
cymakers, especially local ones
to collectively make strides es-
pecially for homeownership.

Economic stability and ac-
cess to necessary tools for

discussing middle-class af-
fordability. By factoring in
both housing and transporta-
tion costs, more comprehensive

self-sufficiency were also key  solutions can be developed.
topics. A significant gap exists
between those who need access  Rising energy costs

to these tools and the resourc-
es available. Childcare costs,
in particular, were highlight-
ed as a barrier. Some families
pay up to $4,000 a month for
childcare, which is a substan-
tial firancial burden. The his-
torical lack of childcare infra-
structure in Utah, rooted in
traditional gender roles, exac-
erbates this issue.

Rising energy costs due to
infrastructure shortcomings
were another concern. Elec-
tricity costs, which are expect-
ed to increase significantly in
the next five to seven years,
will impact household budgets.
Energy is a non-negotiable ne-
cessity, and upcoming rate in-
creases need to be considered

in the broader context of mid-
Cost-burden dle-class
The discussion also ad-  Understanding the
dressed statistical standards middie class

for being cost-burdened. Tra-
ditionally, spending more than
30% of income on housing and
15% on transportation indi-
cates a cost burden. This mea-
sure should be considered a

The council’s discussion
aimed to define what it means
to belong to the middle class in
Utah today. Common charac-
teristics, include:

» Income range: Typically
earning between $40,000 and
$120,000 annually, depending
on household size.

» Employment: Includes
professionals, managers, edu-
cators, healthcare workers, en-
gineers, IT specialists, skilled
tradespeople and more.

» Education: Often have
higher education degrees or
«'peclahzed lrammg

: Includes home-
owncrshlp. hoalthc-m access,
retirement savings, investing
in children’s education and en-
Jjoying social activities.

» Economic : Stable
employment, health insurance
and ability to manage financia)
emergencies.

» Values: Prioritize stabili-
ty, education and upward mo-
bility.

The Innovation Lab Adviso-
ry Council is a diverse group
of experts and leaders. Partici-
pants included Patrice Arent, a
Jormer state legislator; Mallo-
ry Bateman, director of demo-
graphic research at the Kem C.
Gardner Institute; Erick Gar-
cia, West Valley Partnership
Manager at University Neigh-
borhood Partners; Melissa
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1ell the Trib:
How can
Utah better
support its
maddle class?

Utah's middle class represents a larger
share of households than the national aver-
age. The Beehive State also possesses great-
er income equality, social capital and upward

mobility than other states.

Despite these favorable hallmarks, chal-
lenges remain
onhowtosup- UTAH
portandgrow  VOICES
the middle

class in Utah.
The Salt Lake Tribune

greatly cdummnk'vd which is mark-
cdl}mqmu‘lbymxm status.

Hart, president of philanthrop
ic operations at Stena Founda-
tion; Clark Ivory, CEO of Ivory
Homes; Andrew Gruber, exec-
utive director of the Wasatch
Front Regional Council; and
Maile Resta, Partnerships and
Communications Associate at
rPlus Energies.

Facilitated by Michael Park-
er, director of Community Solu-
tions for the Innovation Lab
and principal and founder of
Do Good, and Lauren Gustus,
editor of The Salt Lake Tribune,
this council brought together its
collective expertise to explore ac-
tionable strategies for enhancing
economic stability and gmu'rh.
Jfocusing on the challenges and
opportunities facing Utah’s mid-
dle class.

of health also greatly
impact the life expectancy and upward mo-
bility of Utahns.

In The Salt Lake Tribune and Kem C

prescriptions to help support a ﬂmmmd
dle class in Utah and to help build a civil so-
ciety that benefits all Utahns.

‘The conversation will be moderated by
Salt Lake Tribune Executive Editor Lauren

Gustus and will feature Christine Richman

0of GSBS Consulting: Janis Dubno of Soren-
son Impact Institute; and Nate Lioyd of the
Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute as panelists.

This conversation will take place on
Wednesday, June 26 from § am. to 930 am.
at the Thomas S. Monson Center — 411 East
South Temple Street, Salt Lake City, Utah
84111 Light refreshments will be provided

The event is free, but space is limited
Please RSVP at sltrib.com.
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